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[Everybody is a genius. But
if you judge a fish by its ability
to climb a tree, it will live its
whole life believing that it is
stupid. ]
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For a fair selection
everybody has to take
the same exam: please

climb that tree
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Studying math in
International
Diploma Program (IBDP) has just
got with the
implementation of the new

where it is

harder,

syllabus this year
divided into two different courses:
Applications & Interpretation (Al)
and Analysis & Approaches (AA),
each offered at the Standard
Level (SL) and Higher Level (HL).

Applications & Interpretation
The Al course allows students to

gain an insight in the practical
applications of math in finance,
natural sciences, etc. Questions
and problems center on the idea
of modelling.

Analysis & Approaches
The AA course, on the other

hand, deals more with abstract
theories, creating and examining
proofs and methods to generalize
phenomena in the world around
Questions
center on pure math, use of

us. and  problems

theories, and proving.

The structure of the new math

curriculum may sound
challenging or intimidating, but it
is natural as students do not know
what to expect. Here are three
ways on getting through the

math courses in IBDP.
.

#*  Conquering IBDP Math Al & AA
CLAP In Just 3 Easy Steps

Step 1: Concepts Learned
Understanding

concepts
thoroughly and in detail is
crucial. This not only comes
from paying close atftention in
but doing adequate

preparation work before class

class,

and reviewing and revising

after class also do wonders.

Another great way fo sort out
the
have gained

all information that you
is to organize
them in a way that is clear for

you to review. This varies from

people 1o people. Some
benefit from a list of the
formulas and when fo use

them. Others may use tables to
categorise the types and their
individual characteristics (e.g.,
types of graph transformations).

Step 2: Apply

Once you have understood
the concepts, apply them in
At this  stage,
questions with worked solutions

questions.

are highly recommended if you
are studying without a private
futor.

Try out what you have
learned in
before checking the solutions.

those questions

Find out where you went wrong
and why.

EfET—F— )

Step 3: Practice
When you have grasped the

skills of solving the different
types of questions, it is fime for
you to engage in practice

extensively. Be exposed to
different types of questions. You
past  year

questions in the IBDP, as well as

can work on
get additional problems from

your school teacher.

Continuous practice not only
skill
efficiency in solving questions, it

strengthens  your and
also ensures that you do not

forget about the concepfts
learned. If you have a private
tutor, get your answers and
workings checked and learn

from your mistakes.

As  the
‘Practice  makes perfect’ |
CLAP and aim for that 7!

saying  goes,

“To show you how well I understand fractions,
I only did half of my homework.”
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